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Research subject: Low biodegradation rate of plastics, especially dif-
ferent grades of the polyethylene leads to many environmental prob-
lems. To reduce these effects, pro-oxidant added to the polyethylene to
increase the photo-degradation and subsequently the bio-degradation
rate of the polymer matrix. Besides the pro-oxidant, it seems that the
photocatalysts can affect on the photo-degradation of the polyethylene
and the subject of this study is to examine this idea.

Research approach: Photodegradable films of LDPE were prepared by
melt blending of the polymer with cadmium selenide (CdSe) and trisil-
ver phosphate (Ag,PO,) as photo-catalysts and manganese stearate as
pro-oxidant. The samples were irradiated with visible and ultra-violet
light. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM), dynamic mechanical ther-
mal analysis (DMTA), differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) and vis-
cometry measurements were used to investigate the microstructure of
the films.

Main results: FTIR spectra indicated to increment of the carbonyl in-
dex (CI) and vinyl index (VI) of the samples with photo-catalysts. In
addition, SEM imaged confirmed higher and more homogeneous pho-
to-degradation for these samples in comparison with other ones. Also,
the dynamic-mechanical-thermal analysis showed that the polyethylene
samples without the additives had higher modulus compared to other
samples. However, the crystallinity of the samples with photo-catalysts
increased due to nucleating agent effects of their particles. The viscos-
ity of the samples containing the photo-catalysts and pro-oxidants de-
creased significantly and the modeling results showed that this decre-
ment was due to the polymer chain degradation and reduction of their
molecular weights. In general, the results showed that the combination
of the photo-catalysts and the pro-oxidants had synergistic effect on the
photo-degradation of the LDPE and accelerates its degradation process
a lot more in comparison when only the pro-oxidant was used.
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Table 1. The name and composition of the samples

Sample code | Low density Manganese Trisilver Cadmium
polyethylene stearate phosphate selenide
(wt%) (wt%) (wt%) (wt%)

Control* 100 0 0 0
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STC100 G1%) 1 0 0

STC110 99 0.5 0.5 0

STC101 99 0.5 0 0.5

STC111 99 0.5 0.25 0.25
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Figure 1. SEM micrographs of the film samples.
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Figure 3. Frequency distribution of the defects through the matrix zones.
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Table 2 Statistical parameters of the distribution histograms of the samples

Code Total number | Average (AV) Standard STD/AV
of defects deviation (STD)
Stc000 99 14.14 8.45 0.60
Stc100 298 42.57 8.54 0.20
Stc101 372 53.14 441 0.08
Stc110 316 45.14 7.38 0.16
Stc111 417 59.57 5.62 0.09
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Figure 4. Elastic modulus of the samples at various temperatures.
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Figure 5. Damping factor (tand) of the samples.
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Table 3. Crystallinity percentages (X_or X)), crystallinity temperatures (T or T;) and enthalpies (AH_or AH)) of the

samples during cooling (index c) or heating cycles (index f).

Sample Tc (°C) Tf (°C) AHc (J/g) AHf (J/g) Xc (%) Xf (%)
control 98.2 109.8 131 127 46 45
SEC000 100.3 109.9 97 86 34 30
SEC100 105.6 113.1 84 74 29 26
SEC110 104.7 112.6 143 121 50 42
SEC101 104.9 112.9 195 180 68 63
SEC111 105.1 113.0 150 140 53 49
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Figure 6. Changes of the molten sample viscosities versus shear rate.
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Table 4. The Carreau-Yasuda equations parameters fitted to the viscometric data of the samples and the ratio of
molecular weight of the samples to that of the control film (M/MO0).

Code 1n0 (Pa.s) noo (Pa.s) | A(s) a n M/MO
Control 32106 156 26.3 4.45 0.61 1.00
STC000 22536 210 4.5 0.74 0.53 0.90
STC100 3543 32 52.5 1.51 0.35 0.52
STC110 2471 1.78 63.3 2.98 0.28 0.47
STC101 630 2 66.8 10.08 0.47 0.31
STC111 173 1.62 52.4 7.96 0.37 0.21
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Figure 7. FTIR spectrum of the samples before and after irradiation.
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Table 5. Carbonyl and vinyl indexes of the samples

sample nanme crbonyl index vinyl index
STC000 64 25
STC100 92 42
STC110 116 57
STC101 113 53
STC111 109 51
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