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Research subject: In recent years, many efforts have been made to
improve the performance of polymer membranes in oxygen-nitrogen
separation due to the high cost and energy consumption of cryogenic
distillation and adsorption methods. Increasing the performance of
these types of membranes is still needed for industrial applications.
Research approach: In this research, novel magnetic mixed matrix
membranes (MMMs) were prepared using polysulfone (PSf) as the
main matrix, and also neodymium (Nd) as the magnetic particles for
0,/N, separation. To avoid the particle sedimentation and proper dis-
persion of particles across the membrane thickness, magnetic particle
dispersion in the PSf was controlled by applying an external magnetic
field (MF). The effect of Nd magnetic particle content on the micro-
structure, magnetic properties and thermal stability of the prepared
MMMs were investigated using scanning electron microscopy, vibrat-
ing sample magnetometer and thermo-gravimetric analysis. In this
reseach, a novel magnetic module was designed and constructed to
investigate the performance of prepared membranes in the presence
of various MFs.

Main Results: The obtained results indicated that the permeability of
0, and N, gases was improved by adding Nd magnetic particles into
PSf matrix regardless of the amount of MF due to the chain packing of
polymers disruption and free volume enhancement. The permeability
of 0, and N, in the MMMs containing 5 wt.% Nd in the absence of MF
was about 182 % and 443%, respectively, higher than those of neat PSf
membranes. Furthermore, the permeability and selectivity of PSf and
PSf-Nd membranes were considerably improved by applying the MF
during the permeation experiments. In the MMMs containing 5 wt.%
Nd, O0,/N, selectivity was increased from 2.73 to 3.77 upon an increase
in the intensity of MF from 0 to 570 mT. Considering the findings, the
application of Nd particles and MF during the membrane preparation
and separation processes can be facile methods for enhancement of
membrane performance.
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Table 1 Magnetic properties of oxygen and nitrogen gases at 1 atm and 273 K [35]

Gases Volume magnetic susceptibility
0, 1.91x10°
N, -6.8x107
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Figure 1 Scheme of the apparatus used to create orthogonal MF
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Figure 2 Scheme of the gas permeation setup (Components: V1, V2, V3: Control Valves, PT1, PT2:
Pressure Transmitters, M: Magnetic gas separation module, HT: Heating Tapes, DAB: Data Acquisition
Box, P: Vacuum Pump) [19]
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Table 2 Specification of magnets and created the MF value between the magnets

Magnet name Height (mm) Diameter (mm) Amount of MF (mT)
M1 5 30 330
M2 10 30 570

*The MF between the magnets was measured using a Gauss meter.
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magnet

magnet
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Figure 3 Schematic illustration of the magnetic gas separation module
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Figure 4 Distributions of the magnetic flux density on the membrane in the magnetic gas separation
module containing magnets (a) M1 and (b) M2
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Figure 5 Magnetic hysteresis loops of (a) neodymium particles and PSf MMMs containing (b) 1 wt.%
and (c) 5 wt.% neodymium
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Figure 6 Scanning electron microscopy images of cross sections (first column: overall and second
column: higher magnification) of PSf-Nd MMMs with different loadings of Nd: (a and b) 1 wt.%, (c and
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Figure 7 Scanning electron microscopy images of surface (first column: overall and second column:
higher magnification) of PSf-Nd MMMs with different loadings of Nd: (a) 1 wt.%, (b) 5 wt.%
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Figure 8 TGA curves of neat PSf and PSf-Nd MMMs containing different loadings of Nd particles
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Table 3 Summary of TGA properties of neat PSf and PSf-Nd MMMs

Sample Name Dti‘;;:l‘ :g:;it(:;eo?f;t M;:;;r;l;r:t;l;e;’raal Residue content (%)
Neat PSf 440.91 740.16 3
PSf-Nd-1 453.54 769.32 5.2
PSf-Nd -5 482.46 738.54 7.1
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Table 4 Transport properties of PSf and MMMs containing different loadings of Nd particles

Permeability (Barrer)
Wt.% of Nd a(0,/N,)
02 N2
0 1.58+0.059 0.3+0.014 5.27
1 1.91+0.027 0.45+0.022 4.24
5 4.45+0.01 1.63+0.019 2.73
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Table 5 Physical properties of PSf-Nd mixed-matrix membranes

Wt.%ofNd | Mp (g/cm?) Tp (g/cm’) ex@ (%)
1 1.245 1.25 0.42
5 1.27 1.29 1.8
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Table 6 Effect of different magnetic fields on the transport properties of PSf and MMMs containing
different loadings of Nd

0,

th'\]f; of Permeability (Barrer) a(0,/N,)

Magnetic 570 330

field (mT) >70 330

NZ 02 N2 OZ

0 0.29+0.006 | 1.6+0.017 0.3£0.03 | 1.58+0.012 5.52 5.27
1 0.42+0.015 | 2.05+0.023 | 0.44+0.012 | 1.97+0.016 4.88 4.48
5 1.53+0.027 | 5.77+0.045 | 1.59+0.009 | 5.6+0.019 3.77 3.52
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Figure 9 Comparison of membranes prepared in the present work with
Robeson’s upper bounds [17]
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